
 
 

We acknowledge the original custodians of this land and pay our respects to the Elders both past, present and future for they hold the 
memories, the traditions, the culture and hopes of Indigenous Australia.  As we share our faith within our Catholic family we also 

acknowledge those that paved the way to give us our Church and Parish and welcome all into our community. 

+ PLEASE TAKE YOUR BULLETIN HOME + 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish 
4 Hartley Street, P.O. Box 9, Alice Springs NT 0871 

 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, OLSH Parish in Central Australia is a family of God actively engaging in 
Jesus’ love bringing justice, compassion and charity to all creation. 

6th Sunday of Easter Year A 

 

20th– 21st May 2017 

WE ARE NOT COMPLETE 
 
Jesus speaks of giving another “Paraclete,” a legal term meaning “helper,” 
“mediator,” “advocate.”. The presupposition is that we are not complete, not capable 
of living on our own, cannot speak in our own behalf. 
 
Our experience of life today leaves us with insufficient, and sometimes unreliable, 
tools for tending to the garden which is our very selves. Watch what’s happening 
with the world’s approach to peace and how much the world desperately needs 
God’s help. Bring it closer – how many times have we felt frustrated with our blind 
spots and repeated sins? I too try to personally live out some ‘truths’ of this world  
which, instead of bringing me contended and satisfying life, leaves me disillusioned 
and disappointed at times. Rather than feeling myself powerful over my own so 
called destiny, I feel helpless and trapped – at the mercy of circumstances and forces 
that I neither bargained for nor know how to bargain with. 
 
As we approach the Solemnity of Pentecost, we hear how Jesus speaks of not 
leaving those who are in touch with him orphans – comfortless, desolate, bereaved, 
forlorn, and helpless. In other words the disciples would need help. We need help. 
We need God’s Spirit. The reason why Jesus promises the Spirit of Truth whom 
according to Him the world can never give. This is the power of which he speaks. 
 
It is the Spirit of Truth which continues to threaten the invaders of the earth, those 
whose systems promote grasping and acquisitiveness, those who feel no roots in 
nature or in their own inner nature. 
 
Not for nothing did the first Christians gather in circle of disguise.  Not for nothing 
did Saint Phillip address an outcast of nation. Not for nothing did Peter intimate that 
those first Christians would suffer unjustly. 
 
The power of the Holy and Living Spirit threatens, but it cannot be extinguished. 
This resource cannot be extinguished because Jesus’ spirit is in us (John 14:20), but, 
paradoxically, replenishes itself as it is given away. 
 
Fr Raass SVD 
Parish  Priest 

 
 
Parish Contacts: 
 

Phone: (08) 8952 1049  
 

Fax:   (08) 8952 9823 
 

Email: olsh_ parish_asp@bigpond.com 

 

Website: 
www.olshparishalicesprings.org.au  

 

Bulletin: Email:  
olsh.parish.bulletin@gmail.com 
Deadline for Bulletin submissions is 
Wednesday 5:00p.m.  

 

Facebook Page: Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart Parish  

 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday to Friday  
8:30 am - 12 noon  
Saturday and Sunday - Closed 

 

 
 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Asaeli Raass SVD 
 

Assistant Parish Priests: 
Fr Prakash Menezes SVD  
Fr Olivier Noclam SVD  
 

Resident Priest: 
Fr. Jim Knight SVD  
 

Parish Council Chairman 
Mr Manfred Casseeram 
 

Liturgy Coordinator  
Sr. Anne Surtees OSU  
Sacristan 
Ms Sue Bain 
 

RCIA Director 
Sr. Helen Kennedy FMM 
 

Parish Secretary: 
Mel Buenviaje 
 

Safety & Health Officer 
Mr Fred Twohig 
 

Parish Treasurer 
Mr Kevin Hickmott 
 

OLSH College Principal  
Br. Matthew Green, FMS 
 

St. Joseph’s Flexible Centre 
Mrs. Sitinder Bahia 
 

Sunday School Catechists 
Anileen and Mark Bensted 
 

Hospitality Coordinators 
Losana Hay and Ruth Sexton 
 

Safeguarding Officers:  
Mr George Tetteh, Ms Pane Komene 
& Mr Manfred Casseeram 
Contact Safeguarding Officers on:  

olshsafeguard@gmail.com 

Parish Mass Schedule: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7 am & 5:30 pm  
Saturday 11 am & (Sun Vigil) 6 pm 
Sunday 7:30am, 9:30 am & 5:30 pm 
 
Ngkarte Mikwekenhe Community 
11am Aboriginal Community Mass  

OLSH Church 

Year of the Family in the Diocese of Darwin based on  
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation  

Amoris Laetitia: on Love in the Family 
 

      “We treat affective relationships the way we treat material objects and the 

environment: everything is disposable; everyone uses and throws away, takes 

and breaks, exploits and squeezes to the last drop. Then, goodbye. Narcissim makes people 

incapable of looking beyond themselves,  beyond their own desires and needs. Yet sooner or 

later, those who use others end up being used themselves, manipulated and discarded by the 

same mindset”. Amoris Laetitia, Ch.2, #39. Question: It has been noted that breakups often 

occur among older adults who seek “independence”. How does the sound of growing old together 

and looking after each other until death sit with you as a married couple? 



Reconciliation:  
Saturday 11:30 am & 5:15 pm 
 

Baptism: By appointment: one month’s notice    
required.  
2nd Sunday of the month. Formation of parents falls 
on the 1st Monday of the month. 7:00 pm -8:00 pm 
 

Marriage:   
By appointment only, 12 months’ notice required. 

 

Devotional Practices: 
 

Prayers of the Holy Rosary  
 Monday to Thursday 5pm 
 

Prayers of Devotion to St. Joseph 
 First Wednesday of the month 9am  
 Contact: Cathy Golotta 8952 1991 
 

Syro-Malayalam (Indian) Fellowship 
 Sunday 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm (Home Based) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Every Fridays from 6-7pm and every second Saturday 
of the month from 3-4 pm at Missionaries of Charity 
Convent, 12 Standley Crescent. 
 

Christian Meditation (Presbytery Chapel) 
Thursday 12:00 - 12:30pm 
 

Weekly Bible Sharing  
Wednesdays 6:15pm -7:30pm 
 

Mothers Praying for Your Children 
1st and 3rd Wednesday night at 5:30pm - 6:30pm 

 

Children’s Sunday Liturgy of the Word 
Every Sunday from 9:20am  
 

 
Divine Office - Liturgy of the Hours 
 Monday to Friday 6:45am 

Please pray for the elderly  
and those who are sick 

             

Grace Boog, Coleen Langcake, Carapiet 
Shafraz, Felisa Sara, Garry Smith, Dwayne 
Schultz, Rob Dominquez, Betty    Rawson,    
Ellen Gunner,     Latai Mailau,     Penelope 
Fleming, Joan Brenton, Pauline Cardozo, Shiro-
ma Bulner, Anne Tobin, Eric Rooke, Margaret 
McNaught, Thomas Andrew Jackson, Joyce 
Komene, Vera De Silva, May Shah,  Bernadette 
Dowd, Mary Dick,  Georgina Gilbert, Kathy 
Golotta, Gesu Golotta,  Clare Lorkin, Rose   
Almanza, Luigia Sabadin, Barbara Palmer,  Mo-
na Irwin. 

 

May the Lord grant them healing 
 

 
Recent Death: Felix,Father Mon Libot’s          

brother; Fr Mark M. MSC. R.I.P. 
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Daily Readings: starting  22 May 2017 
 

Mon:      Acts 16:11-15                          Jn 15:26-16:4 
 

Tues:     Acts 16:22-34                           Jn 16:5-11 
 

Wed:   Sirach 4:11-18, 1 Cor 1:18-25 Jn 19:25-27 
 

Thu:  Acts 18:1-8                                Jn 16:16-20 
 

Fri:     Acts 18:9-18                              Jn 16:20-23 
 

Sat:         Acts 18:23-28                            Jn 16:23-28 
 

Sun:   Acts 1:1-11 
 

                    Eph 1:17-23                               Mt 28:16-20 
 

 

+ Pray & read your Bible every day +                                  

WELCOME!  

OLSH Parish also WELCOMES all new parishioners and their families. 
Please do not hesitate to introduce yourself to any of the priests or members 
of the Parish Council. We hope you will enjoy your stay with us and 
contribute to the reign of God in Central Australia. 

Multicultural Mass, PENTECOST:                    

Sunday, June 4, 2017 

All nationalities of the OLSH parish in Alice Springs 
are invited to participate in our Year of the Family 
Multicultural Mass on Pentecost Sunday at 930am. Sr 

Anne and the Liturgy Team are liaising with representatives from the 
various cultures and nationalities to take part in the liturgical 
celebrations. Then after mass, we invite you to join us at Bath Street 
Hall as we all gather to celebrate the diversity of our many 
nationalities. 
We invite everyone attending to contribute a dish/plate that 
represents your home country, to proudly wear your national dress 
and to participate in a display of cultural entertainment from your 
home country. Planning is already underway, so if you have any 
questions please contact Hilda Reeder on 0421510189 or Louise 
Patel on 0439701952 or catch us after 730am mass or 930a mass this 
Sunday. 
There will be a signup sheet at the back of the church for those 

willing to help set up and/or clean up on the day. Any assistance will 

be greatly appreciated. 

OLSH Parish Tenants 
For your information, the parish has three families and a single per-

son paying a moderate rental income from the use of the two parish 

properties at Hartley and Bath Street.  

Message from Bishop Eugene  

“It is with great sadness that I pass on the news of  Fr. 
Mark McGuinness’s death this morning, Monday 15th 
May. May his gentle soul rest in peace. Let us keep Fr. 

Mark and his family in our prayers”, Bishop Eugene. 

Fr Mark was the former Parish Priest at Katherine and he died of 

cancer. Fr Jim Knight SVD is now the Acting PP until Dec 2017. 

There will be a Requiem Mass for the Repose of the Soul of Fr. 

Mark in Katherine on Tuesday 23rd May at 10.00 a.m.  

Amoris Laetitia Parish Monday Discussion Groups 

“The joy of love experienced by families is also the 
joy of the Church,” (AL 1). Recognising marriage 
and family as intrinsic to the future of the world and 
that of the Church, Pope Francis sets before us the 

beauty and grandeur of family life and the invaluable witness given 
by married couples to the love, fidelity, and forgiving character of 
God’s own love. 
OLSH Parish now calls on parishioners to a group reflection and 
discussion on Mondays to explore steadily and in-depth the 325 
paragraphs and nine chapters of Amoris Laetitia. All parishioners are 
welcome to attend with one condition: BUY YOURSELF A COPY 
OF AMORIS LAETITIA and READ IT CONTEMPLATIVELY. 
The dates are Mondays 19th, 26th June, 3rd, 10th, 17th, 31st July,14th, 

21s, 28th August, 4th September from 7:00pm – 8:30pm.  
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Groups please remember to keep the Bulletin Team      
informed if you change your days/times etc. 

Cleaning:   May 27, 2017              Group 3 
Fred & Lyn Twohig, Jim & Clare Lorkin 

 

Counters:   May 28, 2017 
Eric & Kath McGargill 

 

Last Week’s Collections:  
1st  Collection: $1,610.80 (for the presbytery) 
2nd Collection: $1,057.60 (for the parish) 
Planned Giving: $1,680.00  

 

Thank you for your kind generosity! 

Roster  for  weekend of  27  -  28  May 2017  

 Commentator  Readers Ministers 

Sat  
6:00pm 

 
Brendan 
Heenan 

 

Sr Jennifer Farrell 
 

Leonie Smith 
David Fernandes 
R Fernandes 
Anne Chivers 

Sun 
7:30am  

 
Fred Twohig 

 

Tony Hay 
 

Marie Campbell 
Greg Gilbert 
Fred Twohig 
Kath McGargill 

Sun 
9:30am 
 

 
Br Tony 
Caddy 

 

 

Pauline Otieno 
 

Bridget Knight 

 

Br Matthew Green 
 

Mark Bensted 
M Lillecrapp 

Sun 
5:30pm 

 
Mel Buenviaje 

 

Losana Hay 
 

Hilda Reeder 
Debbie Cooke 
Pane Komene 
Sammy Nobleza 

Divest from Fossil Fuels – Reinvest in 
Renewable Energy:  

Would you move your money to banks that 
support renewable energy rather than fossil 
fuels? Would you like our parish & our 

Catholic institutions in Central Australia to divest from 
banks that will profit from funding the proposed NT 
gas pipeline or Adani coal project in Queensland? And 
then re- invest in Renewable Energy? 
Our OLSH Parish Pastoral Council encourages all 
parishioners to prayerfully consider the Global 
Catholic Climate Movement’s call for each of us and 
our institutions to divest of investments with fossil fuel 
companies and re-invest into renewable energy. 
Nine Catholic institutions around the world are 
divesting from fossil fuel companies and reinvesting in 
renewable energy as a response to Laudato Si 
encyclical of Pope Francis and the COP21 statement of 
Catholic Bishops from all continents. See resources in 
catholicclimatemovement.global/divest-and-reinvest/ 
Learn more & share your views with our OLSH 
Common Home Carers group or invite us for a free no 
pressure chat or stay in touch via Chris 0499034225 or 
commonhomecarersalicesprings@gmail.com 

OLSH PARISH UPCOMING WORKSHOPS  

Pastoral Ministries and Service Groups 
The PPC reminds all parishioners to please return your 

choice of pastoral service/work/ministry form to the 

presbytery to be collated. About 40 parishioners have 

responded positively to this invitation. It is never too late 

to take on a ministry. There is something for everyone. 

 YEAR OF THE FAMILY PARISH WORKSHOPS &             
RETREATS 

FACILITATOR DATE & 
TIME 

TOPIC VENUE 

Sr Laurie Brink 
OP, PhD. 

Monday 
August 7th, 

5-8pm 

The Bible Today, 
Archaeological 
Research and 
Biblical Exegesis 

  

 St Francis 

Sr Helen 
Kennedy FMM 
(& Family 
Team) 

Friday 18th 
– Sunday 

20th, 
August 

ANNUAL 
PARISH 

SPIRITUAL 
RETREAT 

Confirmation Sunday 2017 

A humble reminder that Bishop Eugene 
Hurley will administer the Sacrament of 

Confirmation on Sunday 13th August at the 9:30am 
Mass. See any of the priests ASAP if you have not 
received this Sacrament. 

Confirmation Commitment Mass 

Those young adults being prepared for the Sacrament 
of Confirmation at Traegar Campus will celebrate a 
Commitment Mass this Sunday 21st May, 9:30am. 
Let’s continue to support them as they endeavour to 
follow Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

Confirmation Classes 

The presbytery staff will run a formation session for all 
baptised adult Catholics who have received the 
Sacraments of the Eucharist and Confession except 
Confirmation. The class will begin on Saturday May 
27th from 9:30am-10:30am. Please call the Parish 
Priest. 

Musical Celebration in Memory of                

Paul Leggett 

The Anglican Church of the Ascension, 18th 

Bath Street is putting on a Musical Program 

this Sunday at 4:00pm in memory of Paul Legget. He  

passed away at Ellery Creek Big Hole in December 2016. 

Mr Legget was a teacher at Centralian Middle School and 

a member for the Royal Melbourne Philharmonic Choir 

and Orchestra for about a decade. He also played at 

OLSH Church at the canonisation Mass of Saint Mother 

Teresa. Admission by donation for the work of Yooralla 

Youth Ministries in Timor Leste.  All Welcome. 

Baptism  
 

MARIAH NANCY LYNCH daughter  of Jake Hoey and 
Cora Lynch will be Baptised this Saturday 20/5/17 at 
11:00 am Mass. 

mailto:commonhomecarersalicesprings@gmail.com
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6th Sunday of Easter Year A 
20th -  21st May 2017 

Entrance Antiphon:                                                                                                                      cf. Isa 48:20   

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth:  The Lord has freed his people, 
alleluia. 

First Reading:                                                                                               Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8, 14-17  

They laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed the Christ to them.  The people united in welcoming the 
message Philip preached, either because they had heard of the miracles he worked or because they saw them 
for themselves.  There were, for example, unclean spirits that came shrieking out of many who were 
possessed, and several paralytics and cripples were cured.  As a result there was great rejoicing in that town.  
When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John 
to them, and they went down there, and prayed for the Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he 
had not come down on any of them: they had only been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they 
laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.                                                    The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm:                                                                                                                 Ps 65:1-7,16,20      
R/  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.  

Second Reading:                                                                                                                        1 Peter 3:15-18  

In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life. 

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always have your answer ready for people who ask you the 
reason for the hope that you all have.  But give it with courtesy and respect and with a clear conscience, so 
that those who slander you when you are living a good life in Christ may be proved wrong in the 
accusations that they bring.  And if it is the will of God that you should suffer, it is better to suffer for doing 
right than for doing wrong.  Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died once for sins, died for 
the guilty, to lead us to God.  In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life. 

The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation:                                                                                                                            Jn 14:23 

Alleluia, alleluia!  All who love me will keep my words, and my Father will love them and we will come to 
them.  Alleluia!   

Gospel:                                                                                                                                         John 14:15-21 

I shall ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me you will keep my commandments.  I shall ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Advocate to be with you for ever, that Spirit of truth whom the world can never 
receive since it neither sees nor knows him; but you know him, because he is with you, he is in you.  I will 
not leave you orphans; I will come back to you.  In a short time the world will no longer see me; but you 
will see me, because I live and you will live.  On that day you will understand that I am in my Father and 
you in me and I in you.  Anybody who receives my commandments and keeps them will be one who loves 
me; and anybody who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I shall love him and show myself to him.’  

The Gospel of the Lord 

Prayers of the Faithful:     Lord, hear our prayer 

Communion Antiphon:                                                                                                               John 14:15-16 

If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord, and I will ak the Father and he will send you 
another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, alleluia. 

PASTORAL MINISTRIES & MEETINGS 
 
 

Adult Faith & Culture Formation (Mondays) 
TBA 
 
 

Prison (Correctional Centre) Ministries  
Tuesdays from 6:00pm-7:30pm & on these 
Sundays: 11th June, 2017, 30th July, 2017  

 

Ministers’ Ecumenical Fellowship 
1st Tuesday of the month from 8:30am-9:30am 
at Desert Life Church 

 

Bread Delivery to Town Camps 
Wednesdays from 7:00pm-7:30pm 

 

Yuendumu Aboriginal Mission (5hrs drive)  
2nd Wednesday of the month 

Children’s Sunday School 
 

Every Sunday from 9:20am except on school holidays 
 

 

Jay Creek Aboriginal Mission (20m drive) 
3rd Wednesday of the month from 5:30pm-
7:00pm 

 
 

Old Timers Aged-Care Ministries 
Thursdays from 2:00pm-3:30pm 

 

Parish Council Meetings 
1st Thursday of the month from 5:00pm-7:00pm 

 

Catholic Youth of Alice Springs 
Fridays from 6:30pm at JP2 Hall 

 

Hetti Perkins Aboriginal Ministry 
3rd Friday of the month from 10:30am-11:30am 
 

Harts Range Aboriginal Mission (3hrs drive) 
4th Friday of the month 
 

Finance Team  Ministry 
1st Saturday of the month from 8:30am-9:30am 

 

CAAAPU (Drugs & Alcohol Rehabilitation) 
2nd & 4th Sundays from 6:00pm-6:45pm 

 

Social Justice Awareness Group: 4th Sunday 
of the month from 3:00pm-4:30pm 

Sunday Mass Pick-Up: Every Sunday if you 
can help those who wish to attend Mass at 40 
South Terrace and the main Church. 

Is God calling you to any of the above                       
ministries and more? Call the presbytery and partici-
pate in God’s  Mission. 

 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom 
shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, 

"Here am I. Send me!  Isaiah 6:8 


